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Pastor’s Prayers  

At various points in our lives, we are called upon to make commitments.  We get married and commit our-
selves to our spouse.  We have children and commit ourselves to their welfare.    There are specific commit-
ments we make in the church:  baptism, joining the church, and ordination to church office.  Commitments 
like these help us follow through on what we intend in our best, highest moments. 

Stewardship is a commitment, as well.  It is our yearly opportunity to align our finances with our faith, to 
commit a certain portion of our money to God’s work through the church.  This is what we call a pledge.  
Pledge Dedication Sunday is this Sunday, November 3.  Obviously, you are committing on the basis of what 
you know now and, if your situation changes, you are free to change your pledge.  But pledging, too, is a 
commitment that helps us follow through.  We all have moments when we might have enough to give but 
would prefer to hang on to our money for our personal good.  So a pledge keeps us committed when we 
may not be at our best. 

Giving is an act of trust – trust in God first and foremost, but also trust in ourselves.  Trust that we will have 
enough for the future.  Trust that, if we should find ourselves in need, someone else will assist us as we have 
assisted others.  Trust that those who receive what we give will use our gifts wisely.  Trust that God is at 
work through our gifts.  

From a church year perspective, November 3 is also the celebration of All Saints.  November 24 is Christ the 
King Sunday and my last Sunday among you.  I will have more to say about this as we get closer to that day, 
but I feel it is appropriate to end my pastorate on a day when we acknowledge Jesus’ rule over all our lives.  
He, too, is trustworthy, and we can rely on him to walk beside us through change. 

May God help us live up to all our commitments! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Karen  

Elders and Deacons met for 
training -Sat Oct 26, 2019 

Joyce Burnette, Kathleen 
Seewer, Maryann Schneider, 
Diane Sondergelt, Julie 
Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Karen 
Cassedy, Dick Winters, Art 
Myers, Troy Oliver, Judy My-
ers, Cindy Bowen, Shirley 
Schlafman, and Mitch Oliver 
(photographer). 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 
It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving is right around the corner – doesn’t it seem like we were just cele-
brating our Nation’s Independence Day? 

After the lull of summer – no choir practice, no bell practice, and no Thursday afternoon classes – things are 
starting to seem a little more lively around the building.  My family and I love It when there are people in the 
building – we tend to get a little lonely otherwise. 

There was another blanket-making party in the Fellowship Hall to finish using up all the fleece that had been 
purchased.  The group had a lot of fun visiting while making the blankets.  Then they enjoyed a pizza lunch 
(yummy) and dessert (provided by Cindy Bowen).  I think they have plenty of blankets to keep the children 
warm this year, but I heard them talking about making more in the spring to be prepared for the next winter 
season.  

This session of the Thursday afternoon Christian Education class is really interesting.  There is always a big 
crowd in the Lounge watching the lesson and then the group talks afterwards about what they saw and 
learned.  Between you and me, I think the snacks are the best part of the class! 

The Stewardship Campaign is wrapping up for the year.  I’m not sure what that means, but I have heard peo-
ple say it helps to keep the lights on, the heat and air on, and the building maintained.  My family really ap-
preciates that!  I know the people of this church also do a lot to help other less fortunate people, so I’m 
guessing Stewardship helps with that also. 

Several of our members walked in the CROP Walk one Sunday after the service – they had a beautiful day to 
get out and enjoy the fresh air and one another’s company – all while raising money for a worthy cause. 

The last Fairborn Senior Citizens Luncheon for this year was held in October.    There is a break in November 
and December, but the ladies are looking forward to starting back up in January.  They have some 
great recipes they will be cooking up and serving in 2020! 

Blessings to you and yours during this upcoming holiday season – we all have something to be 
thankful for.   Reach out to those who might need a little extra TLC during this time.  I promise it 
will do as much or more for you than it will them! 

Pastor Search Update 
And Now We Wait 
As I am writing this update, the phrase “hurry up and wait” comes to mind.  There was much to be done to 
prepare for and complete the Ministry Information Form that we passed on to our Presbytery. Our Executive 
Presbyter, Terry Kukuk, then shared our need with five presbyteries and her personal contacts, including col-
leagues during her trip to Baltimore.  She has also contacted a gentleman who works with military reserve 
chaplains since Fairborn is home to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.   There was a time to “hurry up”.  And 
now is a time to “wait”.  As we wait, please reach out to any Session member if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

Q:  What is a transitional pastor? 
A:  The PCUSA provides the following definition: 
Like all pastors, Interim/Transitional Pastors offer to the congregations they serve: 
 Worship leadership and preaching 
 Pastoral care 
 Work with the session to provide for the life and ministry of the congregation 
 Administrative work including supervision of other staff persons 
 Staff support for programs and committees of the congregation 
In addition, an Interim/Transitional Pastor leads a congregation during the transition time after a pastor has 
departed, helping the congregation prepare to welcome the leadership of a new pastor. Interim/Transitional 
Pastors understand the dynamics of a congregation in transition, including feelings of grief, loss, and, some-
times, relief or anger. Interim/Transitional pastors will help the session provide for continuity of essential pro-
grams, and may assist session in assessing needs for changes in programs and ministries of the congregation. 
 
As we wait, enjoy the beautiful season and have a happy Thanksgiving.  “Let your hope keep you joyful, be 
patient in your troubles, and pray at all times.” Romans 12:12. 
-Troy 
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CLERK’S  CORNER 

Karen led our opening devotions with a reading 
from Romans 12:1-2. Instead of using the Monthly 
Focus, she read select passages from Discernment 
by Rose Mary Dougherty.  Karen felt this was a time-
ly topic because we are in a period of discernment 
in our search for her replacement. Following the 
discussion, prayers for Joys and Concerns were 
shared followed with a unison prayer to begin our 
meeting. 
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The roll 
of total members is now 114. 
The 2019 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn 
McMillan was distributed prior to the meeting. Total 
income for September 2019 was $15,996.71; total 
expenses $22,410.46; net -$6,413.75. 
Session reviewed Carolyn’s 2019 Third Quarter Re-
port of all cash assets (CDs, Checking, Investments, 
and Savings): Total $337,557.38.   
2020 Budget: Troy presented the revised budget 
with the updated Personnel and CLS Mission figures. 
After lengthy discussion, the 2020 budget was ap-
proved for $272,119.   
Visioning for Future: 
Following the update provided at the congregation-
al meeting on October 13, 2019, the Search Com-
mittee has not received any new information re-
garding potential candidates. Session will plan for 
pulpit supply and pastoral care during the search 
period after Karen leaves. Our COM liaison remind-
ed us that Pulpit supply pastors are NOT seeking a 
position. 

Session approved: 
 Sep 18, 2019 meeting minutes with a minor cor-

rection. 
 Special Session meeting minutes of Sep 29, 

2019.  
 2020 budget. 
 Election of Ken Gadd as Elder Commissioner to 

the Nov 9, 2019 Presbytery meeting.  
 Wed, Nov 20, 2019, as next reg. meeting date.  
Committee Reports: 
CLS: Committee is working on the Nov 24, 2019 
farewell dinner for Karen. Worship has arranged 
Sunday coverage for December: Terry Kukuk, 12/1, 
Marcy Bain, 12/8, 12/15 plus Christmas Eve, Bob 
Wade, 12/22 & 12/29. Hanging of the Greens will 
occur on December 1 following worship.  
Operations: Property met. Mitch Oliver is assuming 
the property duties originally handled by Ray Acus. 
The boilers which provide heating were successfully 
started. Roof and gutter repairs have been sched-
uled. Snow removal has been contracted to begin 
when needed.   
Personnel: Built into the 2020 budget salary funds 
to pay a secretary sometime next year. Volunteers 
will continue to staff the office through end of 
2019, and in 2020 as needed.     
Stewardship: As of 10/13/19, 30 pledge cards had 
been received averaging $355 more than last year. 
The Campaign started earlier than in the past. 
Pledge dedication Sunday is scheduled for Novem-
ber 3. Please return your pledges by that date. 
 
Thanks Carolyn for keeping pledge history records.  
Session reviewed the November Calendar, adding 
that the church is a Poll location for the November 
5 Election, and adding the Presbytery meeting on 
Nov 9, 2019 starts at 9:00 A.M.  

Session Recap 
October 16, 2019 

Serving lunch at the Sr.  Ctr. 
Julie, Cindy, Karen, Colleen, Maryann, 

Diane and Judy 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 4 

GOODBYE AND GODSPEED 

On Sunday, Nov 3, 2019 we will say an informal 
goodbye to longtime members 
Emily and John Haynes. 
We will miss not only their 
participation on the session 
and deacons and in the choir, 
but their smiling faces and 
friendship, too!  
There will be a basket in the 
lounge on Sunday for cards 
and notes.  There are also 
notepapers and envelopes 
available if you forget and 
would still like to leave a 
message.  

2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN CONTINUES THROUGH 
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, AND DECEMBER 

The Session would like to thank you for your outstanding support 
in helping us complete our annual Stewardship campaign.  Be-
cause of your kind hearts and love of our church and community, 
we received 35 pledges totaling $115,176 for 2020.  This amount 
includes $11,920 for capital repairs. 

We must report to you that this amount, while a significant step 
toward keeping our staff at its current level, our building in good 
repair and condition and our door open, still falls short of our pro-
jected 2020 budget by almost $157,000.  Based on the past con-
sensus of the congregation, our approach has been to use our sav-
ings to maintain our current level of support to you and all our 
missions and programs. 

If you intend to pledge, but haven’t had the time to do it — it is 
not too late!  If you cannot pledge, your gifts—as you are able to 
contribute—are always welcome. 

More important than your cash donations are your continued 
prayers, participation, and donations of your time and talents to 
the many worthwhile causes we support.  Even your smile and 
welcoming handshake to your fellow congregants is good fellow-
ship.  Thank you all for your support of Fairborn First Presbyterian. 

Yours In Christ, 
The 2019 Session 

You are most cordially invited! 
to The Annual Christmas Gathering 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
3:00 p.m. till ??? 

at our place. 
PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE 

We have changed the time this year to 
accommodate those who prefer to drive 
only during daylight hours. Please bring 
an hors d’oeuvre to share. All the fixin’s, 

beverages, a warm fire, and casual 
atmosphere will be waiting for you.   

Come join us for an evening of fellow-
ship, fun, and holiday cheer as we 

welcome the Christmas Spirit! 
 

Robert & Sue Williams 
2350 Lostwood Court 
Beavercreek, OH 45385 
937-429-5131 
Rcwilliams1@woh.rr.com 
No RSVP necessary – 
We are expecting you! 

Dear Congregation, 
You may have noticed a “mitten tree” in the lounge. We 
are trying to provide gloves/mittens for the needy chil-
dren of Fairborn Primary School.  
I know it’s a little early, but the weather is getting colder 
and some of these children may not have any or may 
have lost theirs. The Dollar Tree has them for a dollar 
and some are 2 for a dollar. If you don’t or can’t go to 
the store I would be happy to purchase them for you. 
You can give us any amount of money.  Even one pair of 
mittens will benefit a child. 
There is also a book in the lounge called “The Mitten 
Tree”.  If you have the time, read and enjoy the story. 
We need the gloves/mittens by Nov. 10th. If you have 
any questions contact me. 

Maryann Schneider 
Deacon 

The time has come for Pastor Karen Cassedy to retire. 
Please join us in wishing her a beautiful retirement 

on Sunday, Nov 24, 2019. Worship is at 10:15 and the luncheon 
begins at 11:30. Cost of luncheon is $15/person. Children are free.  

Tickets will be sold through Sunday, Nov 17. We will also take 
contributions towards a gift as we sell tickets. 

Please contact Marlene Acus (antiquemar2@aol.com) or Diane 
Sondergelt (esondergelt@woh.rr.com) for more information. 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Sunday Mornings:  This class gathers at 8:45 am in the Boardroom.  We are currently studying Exodus.  We 
pray together, then look at a variety of translations each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for 
our lives today.  All are welcome!  Please see Denise Lo Cicéro if you have questions. 
Thursday afternoons:   The 1:00 p.m. Thursday class is studying the DVD series, Jesus and His Jewish Influ-
ences, created by renowned archaeologist and biblical scholar Dr. Jodi Magness of The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.  All are welcome for food, film, and fellowship!  Please see Shirley or Denise if you 
have questions.  Here is a list of the classes until Christmas: 

 

Date Topic Leader 

Nov. 7 Desolating Sacrilege and the Maccabean Revolt Denise Lo Cicéro 

Nov. 14 Apocalyptic Works and the “Son of Man” Shirley Schlafman 

Nov. 21 Jesus’ Jewish Lineage Denise Lo Cicéro 

Nov. 28 THANKSGIVING DAY:  NO CLASS   

Dec. 5 Was Jesus a Pharisee? Shirley Schlafman 

Dec. 12, 19, 26… CHRISTMAS BREAK:  NO CLASSES   

Free To A Good Home: Hymnals 
As Bath Church was de-cluttering some of our 
storage spaces over the weekend, we came 
across many hymnals that we would like to offer 
free to a good home: 
 
  65-Blue "The Presbyterian Hymnal" 
   3- Blue "The Presbyterian Hymnal" in Spanish 
   32- Blue "The Singing Church" hymnals 
    2- Red "The Hymnbook" hymnals 
 
We also have so many old Sunday school curricu-
lum books from 2010-2017 for children and 
adults.  (Present Word, We Believe, Kerygma, 
Jubilee, Season of the Spirit and others) Anyone 
interested in these? 
 
Thanks, 
 Emily Haddox  
(937) 233-6925 
Emilyhaddox1@gmail.com 

2019 CROP Walk Wrap-up 
I would like to thank everyone who participated and do-
nated money toward the walk on Sunday Oct 13th.  Many 
people around the world are being helped by your dona-
tion and they thank you.  We had 30 walkers from seven 
churches.  Total money raised was $5,661 Last year’s total 
was $5,152.  25% of the total goes to the Fairborn FISH 
food pantry. The individual collecting the most money 
was Darrel Leister with $1,235, second was Ester Lloyd 
with $882, third was Mary Gale with $630, and fourth 
was Dixie Jenkins with $285. 
Churches participating: 
Fairborn United Methodist   $1,881 
Our church   $1,760 (last year $1,770) 
St Christopher Episcopal    $943 
First Baptist       $466 
Yellow Springs UMC      $230 
Faith United       $115 
Light of Christ        $40 
Our Walkers were: Darrel Leister, Julie Brown, Shelda 
Cox, Dixie Jenkins, Gordon Roberts, Ardene Roberts, Col-
leen Gooray, and Beth Thomas. 
Thank you, 
Darrel Leister, CROP Walk Recruiter  

Memorial Gifts 
Gifts in memory of Jane Arnold were received 
from Pat Biggs, Julie and Kenny Brown, Woody 
and Harriet Ensor, John and Chris Eubel, Eliza 

Haddix, Shirley Hale, Jody Hoag, Frank and  
Sara Jane Lowe, Erik and Diane Sondergelt,  

Ray Wylam, Gene and Nancy Welch, and the 
Rona Hills Women’s Club. 

Jane Arnold was also remembered by Mike and 
Sue Arnold and Mike and Fran DeWine. 
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Thank you all Blanket Makers! 

With your help we were able to make 17 blankets for the 

Fairborn Schools Transitional Living Program.  Thank you 

also to Cindy Bowen for a delicious dessert and Julie 

Brown for a great salad to go with our pizza. 
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Happy Birthday! 

Nov 4 Lloyd Gehring 

  Lowell  Rust 

 5 Joyce Hazlett 

 10 Hsi-Han Yeh 

 13 Mallorie Ferguson 

 22 Paul Keller 

 25 John Eubel 

 27 Rena Leatherman 

  Karen Parli 

 30 Karen Cassedy 

  Colleen Gooray 

Dec 8 Wendell Dobyns 

 10 Anna Roselli 

  Janet Swaim 

 12 Sondra Snyder 

 16 Eloween Lewis 

  Gary Snyder 

 21 Shirley Hale 

 24 Carolyn McMillan 

 25 Carol Murphy 

 28 Edith Carlson 

 31 Bill McMillan 
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November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 
 

Set your clock  
back before 

bedtime 

3 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

 
10:15—

Worship and 
communion 

4 5 

 

 

Election Day 

6 
1:00–Hope 

Circle, Lounge 
 

6:30—Bell 
Rehearsal, 
Music Rm 

7 
1:00—Bible 

Study, Lounge 

8 9 
9:00—MV 
Presbytery 

Mtg, 

10 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

10:15—
Worship 

1:00—Cook at 
St. Vincent 

11 
6:00—Serve 

at St. Vincent 

12 
COSI—Fbn 

Primary 

13 
6:30—Bell 
Rehearsal, 
Music Rm 

14 
1:00—Bible 

Study, Lounge 
 

2:15-CLS Mtg, 
Boardroom 

15 16 

17 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

 
10:15—
Worship 

18 19 20 
10:00 –
Session, 

Boardroom 
 

6:30—Bell 
Rehearsal, 
Music Rm 

21 
1:00—Bible 

Study, Lounge 

22 23 

24 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

10:15—
Worship then-
Karen’s retire-
ment lunch-
Fellowship 

Hall 

25 26 27 

6:30—Bell 
Rehearsal, 
Music Rm 

28 

 

29 30 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   

First Presbyterian Church of  Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 

937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 a.m.    Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 

Pastor:  Reverend Karen Cassedy 

Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers:  Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday, 10 am - 2 pm (closed Monday) 

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the 
first Sunday of each month. Non-
perishable items may be brought in any 
Sunday and placed in the container in the 
lower narthex. 
Suggested donations: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac and Cheese, 
etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Articles for the December/January Lifeline 

need  to be  in the office by November 25. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_______________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 

SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Karen Cassedy  

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Marlene Acus, Elaine Brown, Ken Gadd, John Haynes, Bill McMillan, 

Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt  


